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East Midlands Branch of CILIP

Annual Report January to December 2010
The Annual General Meeting was held at The Kings Meadow Campus, University of Nottingham on 19th February 2010.  We invited the President of CILIP Biddy Fisher to talk about the role of professionalism as part of the introduction to the Big Conversation held by CILIP in 2010.

Branch Committee
The Branch Committee is smaller this year as some members have left for pastures new.  We have representatives from across the profession.  Our Officers were:

Chair:  Joan Bray

Vice Chair:  Kath Owen

Secretary: Linda Dawes

Treasurer:  Sarah Davis

Editor: Cheryl Brooker

Committee members: Mary Bryceland; Humeyra Ceylan; (resigned during the year); Emmanuelle Ding (resigned during the year); Caroline Fraser; Paula Fraser (resigned during the year); Sheila Holland; Tanya McLaven (from October 2010); Richard Marriott (resigned during the year).

Representative of Loughborough University:  Dr Ann Goulding (Co-opted)

We do have vacancies on the Committee and welcome any inquiries expressed.  The small number of members on the Committee has meant that everyone is involved in activities for the Branch.  This gives real development activities for people who become involved and helps spread the workload.

We had two new officers at the beginning of this year and both have been excellent in picking up the baton and “getting on with the job”  As Chair I would like to express my thanks for the work of the Committee throughout this year and the support they have given to the work of the Branch.

There have been four half day meetings of the Branch Committee since the AGM in February 2010, although one did not take place till January 2011 due to the inclement weather in December.   Your Committee has taken an active role in discussions with CILIP about the future of the organisation.  During the year the outgoing Chief Executive of CILIP, Rob McKee died suddenly, and the new Chief Executive has the unenviable role of guiding the organisation through some very difficult times. There are detailed discussions ongoing about the future of the organisation and closer to home, the future of Branches and Groups. Part of the Members’ Day today is to give members of the East Midlands Branch an opportunity to comment.

Due to the financial restraints on the budget of the Branch and the desire to spend as much of the capitation on members, your Committee will be meeting face to face just three times during 2011 using electronic means to communicate between meetings.   

The Business Plan for the Branch is regularly updated and can be seen on the Branch website which is part of the CILIP website.
Activities and events
In 2010 we were unable to hold a Members’ Day for a variety of reasons and the Committee took this decision with some regret.  However we held a series of events including a Members’ Morning all of which were successful.  

Members Morning held at the Kings Meadow Campus of the University of 19 February 2010 

This event included a Presidential Address from Biddy Fisher, President of CILIP, as well as the AGM and the opportunity to tour the Manuscripts and Special Collections Department of the University.  Biddy used her Presidential Address to talk about the Big Conversation as it was known then and subsequently became “Defining our Professional Future”. This project was launched to find out what the library world and CILIP would look like in 20 years time. The project was grounded in members’ contributions to the consultation both through the opportunity to come to meetings and fill in questionnaires.  

32 members attended and subsequently most of them went on a tour led by members of the team from the Manuscripts and Special Collections Department.

This event set the tone for the rest of the year as the Branch Committee decided to provide opportunities both for those whose jobs were at risk and for those completing qualifications to see a broader spectrum of the profession.

Visit to Lincoln Cathedral Library and the Tennyson Collection at Lincoln Central Library, 28th April 2010

This two-part visit gave members an opportunity to see one of the oldest collections of books in the East Midlands, at Lincoln Cathedral.  The Librarian gave us an insight into the very different world of looking after some very old tomes – it included a sight of the special benches made for the monks in the early middle ages. In the afternoon at Lincoln Central Library we saw the collection of materials relating to Alfred, Lord Tennyson, including some furniture from his house. Although housed in the Central Library it operated outside the County Library service and was well used by scholars and academics.  12 members attended.

Defining our Professional Future – a twilight session held at Loughborough University on 23rd June 2011

We invited Carol Brooks who was on the Project Group for this project to come and introduce a workshop/consultation session to enable members in the East Midlands to express their opinions, hopes and aspirations for CILIP and the profession.  We provided a sandwich tea and had a good attendance with several students from the university as well as the Head of Department.  There was lively discussion about a range of issues which were then sent forward to CILIP for inclusion in the final deliberations of the project group.  The overwhelming request, as it was in the final report, was for CILIP to take a more active role in advocacy for the profession.

Qualifications workshop and library tour held at Worksop Library on 18th November

This day event combined a morning workshop on Chartership and  Revalidation delivered by Kath Owen and Joan Bray with an opportunity for members to see the newly built Worksop Library including a guided tour by Peter Collins. There was a session outlining good practice in portfolio building followed by specific sessions on the two qualifications being discussed. After lunch there was a tour of the building joined by other members.

It is hoped in 2011 to continue this programme of visits based on the Nottingham and Leicester conurbation, combining some with a professional workshop.  The first will be at the Glenfield Hospital Library in Leicester on Tuesday 10 May and will include a tour of the Library in the morning followed by an afternoon session on evidence-based research.  Later in the year there will be visits to Nottingham Trent University, Leicestershire Records Office which includes the local studies provision for libraries and Nottingham Central Library, which now a joint service centre with the inclusion of the City Council Contact Centre. Further details are available today and will be on the website.

Branch Newsletter
Cheryl Brooker has continued to produce our Newsletter and in 2010 produced three issues. It continues to be available electronically on our website with a flier sent to all East Midlands members to highlight that it has been produced. Mary Bryceland has continued to support Cheryl as part of an editorial team.

We do try and represent all sectors of the Branch in our Newsletter but Cheryl is dependant on articles being submitted.  Members are very welcome to use the Newsletter to air issues or to tell others of events and developments in their service.
Branch website
The CILIP website has undergone some changes this year and our website editor has changed. Caroline Fraser has taken on this role and has used online guidance to self train in its use. It has been a challenging experience as the corporate website is constantly developing.

Social networking
Linda Dawes has set up a social network presence for the Branch on Twitter, Netvibes and a blog on Blogspot. Tanya McLaven and Cheryl Brooker run the Branch Facebook presence. These provide alternative means for members to keep informed about Branch activities.
New member liaison
As Sarah Davis has taken over as Treasurer, new Committee member Tanya McLaven has taken over as new member liaison during the year.  A total of 29 letters were sent out to new members during the year.
Branch Archives
During the year the Branch Archive was deposited at Nottinghamshire Archives Office. This includes some material from Special Interest Groups in the Branch area. We have recently acquired some more material which will be sorted and deposited during 2011. If anyone wishes to see the list of materials deposited the Secretary has a copy.
Financial Report 
The Branch financial report runs from January to December 2010.  

Capitation for 2010 was £2,126.00; other income brought the income figure to a total of £2,135.01. Total spending for the branch during the year was £638.35.  

The Branch has £4,233.27 in a deposit account. The interest on this account was £21.79 in 2010 reflecting the current low interest rates. This Reserve is managed in line with the Reserves Management Policy of CILIP.

Overall expenditure during 2010 was lower than in previous years due to a smaller AGM event and smaller committee meetings throughout the year. Our funds will be depleted this year due to key events such as the Members Day and lack of capitation from CILIP.

During the year, Sarah Davis was nominated and elected as Honorary Treasurer.

Administration of funds is now carried out mainly using internet banking. A change of signatories took place for both bank accounts.

The auditors who have carried out the audit are Mr I Brooks and Mr N Karimjee, both of whom have experience of financial matters.

The accounts as audited by the 2 auditors will be filed by CILIP after acceptance by the Annual General Meeting.  The summary of the account is shown overleaf. Following suggestions after the last audit certain changes have taken place, including using expenses claims forms to assist with the audit process.

Joan Bray, Chair
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