Report on the CILIP SLG National Conference, Saturday 2 April 2011
by Fay Holmes, School Librarian
Hillview School for Girls, Tonbridge, Kent.

    Despite a tight school training budget, I felt it was essential this year that I attended the SLG conference, if only for a day, to reinvigorate my commitment to school librarianship and to continue updating my professional skills. I applied for a CILIP South East Branch bursary and was delighted when I received the news that I had been successful. Leaving Kent before dawn, I arrived at the conference venue in Peterborough, just in time to register as a day delegate.
    The first keynote speech of the day addressed my concerns about whether school librarians can effectively fight their corner, in the face of drastic cuts in public spending. Geoff Barton, Head teacher of King Edward VI School, Suffolk eloquently and humorously argued the case for “Making Reading Matter”. His “modest proposal” was that we should teach reading and make it a natural and sociable activity in our schools, allowing all students to belong to what he called “The Literacy Club”. Geoff suggested that it is our business to tackle literacy inequalities and put forward 5 proposals:

1. Libraries matter more now. They should be full of books.

2. Reading is a social activity. Libraries should be social hubs where activities such as: author visits, debates, books clubs and one to one study support take place.

3. We need to teach students how to research; there is a moral imperative to teach students how to discriminate between quality information and unreliable sources.

4. Whole school literacy matters more; the language of each subject area is distinct and needs to be taught.
5. Let’s read aloud more. Reading will appear more prominently in the new curriculum for English with a focus on British writers. We should teach resilience and choose higher level texts.

   The second speech of the day was given by Adam Lancaster, who is librarian at Monk’s Wall School in Hertfordshire and founder of Non-fiction Day. In his talk, Adam sought to convince delegates that non-fiction is read by many children for pleasure; school librarians should celebrate and promote non-fiction, as much as they do fiction. Adam pointed out that non-fiction books published recently are much more engaging and attractive than they were of old. Adam suggested that we should engage pupils with themed, interactive events, in collaboration with different subject departments. 

   It was then time to meet the author Jon Mayhew, whose books: Mortlock and The Demon Collector could best be described as Victorian gothic fantasy, including the quest, the chase and lots of gore. One of the most interesting comments that Jon made, I thought, was that he was put off reading at primary school by the compulsory reading scheme. Later in the day, we were also treated to a guest appearance by the author, Kate Saunders.

   Following a short break, we were in to our first optional seminar of the day. I chose the “practical tour through new technologies that can be easily utilised to encourage reading and writing for pleasure”, presented by Bev Humphrey. Web links to the sites demonstrated can be found at: http://krunchd.com/libraries
The sites I was most interested in were:

· Myfakewall.com, allowing students to create fake facebook pages for famous characters

· Diigo; to enable shared book marking, for example with a reading group

· Order in the Library; a game for teaching Dewey, suitable for Year 7 inductions

· Too n Doo; to create an online comic of, for example, library rules.

Bev also recommended looking for book trailers. I was interested in Bev’s comments on e-readers ; Bev favoured the use of Sony e-readers or making an  itouch or ipad or two available in the library to motivate some students. She informed us that Microsoft Reader can be used free of charge on up to three computers, providing access to e-books with audio. 
   After lunch, Sue Shaper explained some of the issues that have arisen from the CILIP national survey of school librarians, School Libraries in the UK (2010) and the National Literacy Trust School Libraries Commission. The survey results indicated that too many school librarians are seen as administrative support staff, who contribute little to teaching and learning. Sue suggested that we should overtly link our activities to teaching and learning and always identify learning outcomes of sessions we run. Many school librarians, who responded to the survey, felt they had an important pastoral role in the school; one to one reading advisory work should also be communicated as a valuable activity, especially as the Commission refers to the personalisation agenda. A letter to parents giving individual reader advice might be one way of doing this. 

   Other findings included the limited teaching, by librarians, of higher literacy skills, beyond basic locating and retrieving; collaboration with departments was often limited and there was an ambivalent attitude to ICT. Sue suggested that we should be “raising our game” for example, by putting reading-related noticeboards in classrooms, making more of author visits and focusing on the learning objectives of reading lessons and projects such as Carnegie Shadowing and Booked Up. 
   My second seminar choice was “How to make the most of your VLE”, presented by Sarah Masters, MRC Manager, Thomas Deacon Academy, Peterborough. Sarah has her library catalogue available on the VLE and offers staff the chance to book the library and resource boxes online.  Multimedia resources lists are embedded into online homework projects, with links to other libraries and online information sources. Information literacy resources such as presentations for use with different year groups, forms for evaluating several different resources and themed activities for use in mentor time can be made available on the VLE. Sarah had produced an interactive induction presentation about the Dewey system using Adobe Flash. Sarah also made use of podcasts to promote library resources, services and events. 
   The final session of the day for me, addressed the issue of plagiarism and was presented by Ruth Harrison of Imperial College, London. Ruth suggested that students find it hard to write with their own voice and to think critically about the texts they read; plagiarism is often linked to these underdeveloped skills. Ruth shared some of her teaching materials with us. Students are prompted to discuss different types of plagiarism: cheating, copying and pasting, word switch, collusion, misinterpretation, self-plagiarism and poorly executed paraphrasing.  It was suggested that the skills required to avoid accidental plagiarism should be taught from Year 7.
   I had had a very full day of training by this stage. Thank you to CILIP South East Branch for enabling me to benefit from this excellent professional event.
