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CoFHE Annual Report 2007
1.  National Committee members, as at December 2007
Steve Cropper

Bulletin Editor, National Rep

2008 Conference

Deborah Dance

Affiliated Members Representative

Jacquie Davies

Regional Rep: West Midlands 
Assistant Secretary

Pat Duxbury

Regional Rep: Wales

Andrew Eynon

Past Chair and Group Councillor
Chris Gower (supported by Sam Edwards)

Web officer – co-opted

Carole Gray

Regional Rep: Scotland

Margaret Haram

Regional Rep: Northern

Steve Oakden

Regional Rep: Yorkshire and Humberside

Glynis Platt

Regional Rep: North West

2008 conference
Sarah Reed

Regional Rep: South East

Secretary

Anne Rowlands

Regional Rep: London

2008 Conference

Vice chair

Jo Rowley

National Rep.

Treasurer

Lynne Spicer

Regional Rep: East Midlands

Alexandra Talbot
National Rep

Chair

As at December 2007 vacancies existed for East of England, Northern Ireland and South West representation.
2.  Representation on other bodies

CoLRiC: Glynis Platt

UC&R: Anne Rowlands
Umbrella: Glynis Platt
3.  Representation from other bodies

CoLRiC:  Collette Xavier
UC&R: Gareth Johnson
4.  Membership

 

Membership of CoFHE in May 2008 is 1,481
	May 2008
	1,481

	2005
	1,791

	2004
	1,840

	2003
	1,995


Membership of CILIP in May 2008 is 18,359
	May 2008
	18,359

	2005
	21,257

	2004
	21,616

	2003
	22,689


5.  Activities

The National Committee met on four occasions. Its work included activities in the following priority areas:

5.1 To continue to support the work of the CILIP by:

5.1.1 Improving communication between national committee and CoFHE membership to ensure that the views of FE practitioners are fully represented
The 2007 conference was held at the University of Wolverhampton Telford Campus from 2nd – 4th April 2007.  This was a highly successful and well attended event aimed specifically at FE practitioners.  Thanks go to the West Midlands Circle for their hard work and excellent organisation skills on this event.  

There were also six presentations with an FE/HE theme at Umbrella in 2007, which was held for the first time at the University of Hertfordshire Hatfield Campus.  The sessions were organised jointly with UCR and other groups including ELG and MmIT.  Thanks go to Glynis Platt for her contribution to the FE strands within Umbrella over a number of years.  
The Annual General Meeting was held on 3 April 2007 as part of the CoFHE conference.  31 members noted their presence.  
The CoFHE mail-group continues, hosted at JISCMAIL to encourage the exchange of information between F/HE and sixth form librarians and had 398 members in May 2008 (333 in January 2006, 286 in January 2005, and 216 in January 2004).

The national committee has both national reps and regional posts that coincide with the branch areas.  However three regions at the end of 2007 did not have representation on the national committee.  CoFHE members are asked to fully engage with other practitioners in their region to ensure full representation.  
5.1.2 Encouraging the exchange of information and experience including the CoFHE Bulletin and web development
This aim has also been achieved through the activities of CoFHE Circles. During 2007 CoFHE Circles have hosted events on a wide range of topics, some in conjunction with other local CILIP groups.   
Two editions of The CoFHE Bulletin were published in 2007.  The Bulletin is now only available in and online format, and can be accessed through the website.  This has cut back significantly on production costs and volunteers’ time.  
A new web officer has been co-opted onto the committee, with support from another volunteer.  The webpages are being updated and expanded, with new services being developed.   A new and simple to remember web address (www.cofhe.org.uk) has also been registered and will be launched in 2008.  .
5.2 To maintain a sound foundation for the future by:

5.2.1 Continuing to build links with other groups and organisations;

Much activity continued to build on the links developed with UC&R National Committee. The FE/HE strands in Umbrella 2007 were jointly devised by CoFHE and UCR.  A UC&R Observer regularly attends CoFHE National Committee meetings and this is reciprocated.  Some CoFHE Circles undertake similar liaison with their local UC&R Section. 
Similarly, links with CoLRiC have continued in 2007, with a joint working party developing an FE Toolkit for England.  
5.2.2 Producing an FE Toolkit for England 
A working party was set up to draft an FE Toolkit for England, similar to those already produced in Wales and Scotland, to assist practitioners in self-assessing their services.  This is still in development.  
6.  National Council
Our group councillor, or other nominated representative, attended three meetings of Council in 2007.  The Council has now been disbanded, and a new smaller version of 12 nationally elected trustees is in place.  CoFHE still have a direct input into the development of CILIP through the new Policy Forum, which as a representative from every SIG and branch.  
7.  Honorary Membership.

Two nominations were received and approved for honorary membership: Helen Ashton and Kate Gardner.  
Alexandra Talbot

Chair 
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