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CoFHE Annual Report 2008
1.  National Committee members, as at December 2008
Lee Bryant

Regional Rep: South West

Conference 2010

Jacquie Davies

Regional Rep: West Midlands 
Assistant Secretary

Andrew Eynon

Past Chair and Bulletin Editor 
Chris Gower (supported by Sam Edwards)

Web officer – co-opted

Carole Gray

Regional Rep: Scotland
Conference 2009
Margaret Haram

Regional Rep: Northern

Sarah Reed

Regional Rep: South East

Conference 2010

Secretary

Nick Roe
Regional Rep: Wales

Anne Rowlands

Regional Rep: London

Conference 2010

Vice chair

Jo Rowley

National Rep.

Conference 2009

Treasurer

Lynne Spicer

Regional Rep: East Midlands

Conference 2009

Alexandra Talbot
National Rep

Conference 2009 and 2010

Chair

As at December 2008 vacancies existed for East of England, North West, Northern Ireland, Yorkshire & Humberside and a National Rep.
2.  Representation on other bodies

UC&R: Jo Rowley
Umbrella: Alex Talbot
3.  Representation from other bodies

None
4.  Membership

 

Membership of CoFHE in April 2009 is 1,412
	April 2009
	1,412

	May 2008
	1,481

	2005
	1,791

	2004
	1,840

	2003
	1,995


Membership of CILIP in April 2009 is 18,400
	April 2009
	18,400

	May 2008
	18,359

	2005
	21,257

	2004
	21,616

	2003
	22,689


5.  Activities

The National Committee met on four occasions. Its work included activities in the following priority areas:

5.1 To continue to support the work of the CILIP by:

5.1.1 Improving communication between national committee and CoFHE membership to ensure that the views of FE practitioners are fully represented
The 2008 conference was held jointly with UCR at Liverpool Hope University from 23 – 26 June 2008.  This was a highly successful and well attended event.  Thanks go to the joint organising committee for their hard work and excellent organisation skills on this event, with particular thanks to Steve Cropper whose hard work and dedication made the event such a success.   

The Annual General Meeting was held on 25 June 2008 as part of the joint CoFHE/ UCR conference.  28 members noted their presence.  
The CoFHE mail-group continues, hosted by JISCMAIL to encourage the exchange of information between F/HE and sixth form librarians and had 417 members in April 2009 (398 as at May 2008, 333 in January 2006, 286 in January 2005, and 216 in January 2004).

The national committee has both national reps and regional posts that coincide with the branch areas.  However four regions at the end of 2008 did not have representation on the national committee.  CoFHE members are asked to fully engage with other practitioners in their region to ensure full representation.  
5.1.2 Encouraging the exchange of information and experience including the CoFHE Bulletin and web development
This aim has also been achieved through the activities of CoFHE Circles. During 2008 CoFHE Circles have hosted events on a wide range of topics, some in conjunction with other local CILIP groups.  

Many Circles also work in conjunction with their local RSCs who provide support in organising training and events that are relevant to FE library staff.  
Two editions of The CoFHE Bulletin were published in 2008.  The Bulletin is now only available in and online format, and can be accessed through the website.  This has cut back significantly on production costs and volunteers’ time.  
The web officers continue to update and expand our webpages at www.cofhe.org.uk.
5.2 To maintain a sound foundation for the future by:

5.2.1 Continuing to build links with other groups and organisations;

A CoFHE observer regularly attends UCR National Committee meetings.  Some CoFHE Circles undertake similar liaison with their local UCR Section. 
The joint conference with UCR was held in June 2008.  

5.2.2 Producing an FE Toolkit for England 
Similarly, links with CoLRiC have continued in 2008, with a joint working party producing an FE Toolkit for England that will be published in 2009.  
6.  CILIP Policy Forum
The CILIP National Council was disbanded at the end of 2008, to be replaced by the smaller council of nationally elected representatives and a policy forum comprised of representatives from all the special interest groups and branches.  

Our representative for 2008 was Andrew Eynon, who attended two meetings of the forum, much of whose work is conducted electronically with specific task and finish groups set up as necessary.  
7.  Honorary Membership.

One nomination was received and approved for honorary membership: Steve Cropper.  
Alexandra Talbot

Chair 
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