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ANNUAL REPORT 2008

Report from the Chair of CSG National Committee for 2008

“I am enthused”

“Extremely stimulating and thought provoking”

“Really interesting and inspiring, and good to know that there is support for us to get going”

These comments from one of the workshops that CSG has been involved in show that in 2008, CSG continued to add value to the professional lives of library workers.

2008 has been another busy year for the group, and it’s a pleasure to look back and pick out some highlights of our activity.

Continuing to loan people.  When I wrote this piece for 2007, I reported that CSG had supported the first UK demonstration of the Living Library initiative.  2008 has seen this go from strength to strength with a number of authorities trialling living library schemes that put people in touch with other people at a community level. 

The initiative attracted a considerable amount of media coverage in the national and professional press, and CSG was able to support another workshop last November, from which some of the comments above came from.

All change with Libraries Change Lives. Big changes were afoot in 2008 as the LCL award held its last presentation at the Libraries and Information Show. From 2009, the award will be presented at Umbrella, but will still involve active participation from the CSG national committee under the chair of Linda Constable. A new committee has been appointed so our vice chair will be looking forward to whipping them into shape! The 2008 award was presented to the Bradford/Care trust Libraries Partnership Project . make a date in your diary for the award this coming year on Wednesday 15th July at the University of Hatfield.

See us on the web We’re continuing our development of the website. Take a look and you can see what we look like, and meet us “virtually” in a regular “meet the committee” feature in our online bulletin. Many thanks go to Annastasia Ward in working hard on this.

Our friends in the North. It was great to see Joanna Parker joining the committee to represent CSG North. Her committee colleagues are continuing to be busy running workshops and day courses in their region.

Policies and Commentaries. In November , the committee got the Cilip go-ahead to determine a Policy statement on Community Development in the coming year. At our next committee meeting we will be making decisions on the commissioning of this piece of work which hopefully will make a valuable statement for the profession.

Likewise the committee were asked to contribute to a draft government document on digital inclusion for which I am grateful to John Vincent of the Network for doing the lions share of this work.

What next? As I write this, our committee will be getting ready to ask you the members what you would like to see us do in the coming years, in our membership survey. Philip Wark has worked hard on devising a questionnaire. As an incentive to comment, we will be offering the chance to win an iPod Shuffle MP3 player. 

We’ll also be agreeing our business plan for the year at our next meeting, and you will be able to see this on the website by March.

You will have noticed that this report is for the calendar year rather than the financial year. We have decided to move with the rest of Cilip in adopting this as the reporting year.

As ever, I would like to take this opportunity to thank our hard working committee members for their commitment and time in making each successive CSG year one to remember.

Regards

Nigel

