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Using free and portable resources to
• Increase tutor repertoire
• Enrich learning experiences
• Increase learner independence
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What disabled learners use
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An online survey on mobile phone use of 60  learners from specialist colleges produced interesting results. Around 20 to 50% of users confidently use a wide range of phone functions. Around an equal number don’t (though in some cases it’s because their phone doesn’t support it). 
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What disabled learners say
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Many preconceptions of the difficulties of using mobile devices proved to be unfounded. Most learners have either found a way to use their mobile phone effectively or chose a more accessible one in the first place.
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Inclusion benefits

Sample opportunities
Content always available 

Content in diverse media

Novel assessment/evidence

Collaborative opportunities

Additionality (eg calendaring, 
communication etc) 
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Inclusion benefits are many – for example

Content always available 

Content in diverse media

Novel assessment/evidence

Collaborative opportunities

Additionality (eg calendaring, communication etc) 
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Inclusion benefits

Sample opportunities Notable beneficiaries
Content always available Short term memory, LDs

Content in diverse media Dyslexia, LDs, Deaf, ESOL, VI

Novel assessment/evidence Dyslexia, LDs, ASD, Deaf, 
ESOL, VI, MI

Collaborative opportunities ASD, Deaf, VI

Additionality (eg calendaring, 
communication etc) 

Dyslexia, LDs, ASD
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Presentation Notes
Different opportunities (see previous slide) benefit different learners – eg having content in diverse media can benefit people with dyslexia, learning difficulties, hearing impairment, visual impairment etc.
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Increased tutor repertoire

• PowerPoints to go… retrofit or bespoke
• Make me a podcast… by speaking or writing..
• Make me a video without a camera… or with 

one

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This slide gave examples of increasing a tutor’s teaching repertoire with PowerPoints, Podcasts and video clips.

http://www.yakitome.com/
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Key principles

• For the time I spend doing it does it add value 
to learners compared to what I usually do?

• Do the skills I develop in exploring this 
broaden my repertoire of teaching 
approaches?

• Can I engage learners I’ve not been able to 
engage previously?
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Key principles:

For the time I spend doing it does it add value to learners compared to what I usually do?



Do the skills I develop in exploring this broaden my repertoire of teaching approaches?



Can I engage learners I’ve not been able to engage previously?
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Where to begin

Inclusive mobile learning
• JISC TechDis upwardly mobile resource 

www.techdis.ac.uk/upwardlymobile - getting 
started with text, images, video and audio.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Where to begin:

Inclusive mobile learning

JISC TechDis upwardly mobile resource�www.techdis.ac.uk/upwardlymobile - getting started with text, images, video and audio.



http://www.techdis.ac.uk/upwardlymobile
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Upwardly Mobile
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References:

Upwardly mobile – www.techdis.ac.uk/upwardlymobile
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GoMobile!

http://tinyurl.com/LSN-GoMobile
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References:

GoMobile publication - http://tinyurl.com/LSN-GoMobile
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Learning for living and work

http://inclusivity.rsc-yh.ac.uk/
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References:

Learning for living and work 

http://inclusivity.rsc-yh.ac.uk/
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MoLeNET

http://www.molenet.org.uk/

Presenter
Presentation Notes
References:

MoleNet - http://www.molenet.org.uk/
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MoLeSHARE

http://www.learningtechnologies.ac.uk/moleshare/
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References:

http://www.learningtechnologies.ac.uk/moleshare/
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MoLeTECH

http://molenetprojects.org.uk/moletech/
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References:

http://molenetprojects.org.uk/moletech/
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NIACE

http://www.niace.org.uk/mobiletechnology/
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References:

NIACE - http://www.niace.org.uk/mobiletechnology/
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Free Assistive Technology

• Inbuilt – www.techdis.ac.uk/staffpacks - see Benevolent 
Bill pack for personalisation options. 

• Web based – eg mind-mapping and text to speech. - 
(www.mindmeister.com, www.yakitome.com, 
www.robobraille.org)

• Networkable or locally loaded – eg dictionary, word 
prediction, screen tinting etc.

• Portable - eg text to speech, magnification, organising 
and planning
www.techdis.ac.uk/getfreesoftware

• Excellent facility for free portable applications at 
www.eduapps.org

Presenter
Presentation Notes
A range of free assistive technologies are available that can support disabled learners or indeed act as productivity tools for non-disabled learners. Some are inbuilt, others are web based, portable or networkable.

Inbuilt – www.techdis.ac.uk/staffpacks - see Benevolent Bill pack for personalisation options. 

Web based – eg mind-mapping and text to speech. - (www.mindmeister.com, www.readthewords.com, www.robobraille.org)

Free and Portable - eg text to speech, magnification, organising and planning www.techdis.ac.uk/getfreesoftware 

Networkable or locally loaded – eg dictionary, word prediction, screen tinting etc.





http://www.techdis.ac.uk/staffpacks
http://www.mindmeister.com/
http://www.techdis.ac.uk/getfreesoftware
http://www.eduapps.org/
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The Pleasure of Portable 

• Learner independence
• Own software
• Own memory stick
• Always with you

• Learner choice
• Most colleges ONLY have TextHelp Read and Write Gold for 

text to speech and Inspiration for mindmapping. Portable 
applications broaden options.

• Most learners want to choose where they work, not have to 
go to specific machines or even to need to be in college to 
get supporting software.
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Learner independence

Own software

Own memory stick

Always with you

Learner choice

Most colleges ONLY have TextHelp Read and Write Gold for text to speech and Inspiration for mindmapping. Portable applications broaden options.

Most learners want to choose where they work, not have to go to specific machines or even to need to be in college to get supporting software.
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Flavours of AccessApps

• Full works (1.4Gb – long download!)
• Lite version
• Pick and Mix
• Own selection for distribution using Word or 

PowerPoint menus.
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Flavours of accessapps

Full works (1.4Gb – long download!)

Lite version

Pick and Mix

Own selection for distribution using Word or PowerPoint menus.
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Conclusions

• It’s not about technology, it’s about learning
• It’s not about disability issues its about 

inclusion issues
• It’s not about the future, it’s about the present
• It’s not about big budgets, its about little ideas
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It’s not about the future, it’s about the present

It’s not about big budgets, its about little ideas
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