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FREELY AVAILABLE         RESOURCES 

Introduction 
This short guide is intended for those who need to provide access to resources for teaching and research, but who many be constrained by finances in what they are able to access and provide for their users. However, there is much that is available freely on the web, and this guide aims to give a sample of the most useful sites. We have concentrated on, but not confined it to, education, in the belief that freely available material in a variety of subject areas will be of interest to our members.

Lucy Gildersleeves, Chair, ELG. 
Book Collections

· Project Gutenberg - http://www.gutenberg.org - a library of 17000 free ebooks whose copyright has expired in the USA. Good searchable site. 

· eScholarship Editions - http://content.cdlib.org/escholarship/ - collection of digital scholarly monographs, including nearly 2,000 books from academic presses on a range of topics, some of which are available free to the public. 

· Bartleby.com - http://www.bartleby.com/ - an electronic text archive, free to all Internet users. Comprises four main sections: reference, verse, fiction and non-fiction. Indexed by author, title, subject.

· The National Academies Press – http://www.nap.edu/ - offers many of its titles in PDF format which can be downloaded by the chapter or the entire book. 

· Online Books Page - http://onlinebooks.library.upenn.edu/ - website hosted by the University of Pennsylvania that facilitates access to books that are freely accessible over the Internet. 
· Sheffield University - http://www.shef.ac.uk/library/useful/etexts.html -   an excellent listing of ebook collections.

 Databases

There are many databases useful in education. For the purposes of this guide, the ones listed below are the ones which are freely available. Some also give access to a good range of full text. 

· CERUK - http://www.ceruk.ac.uk/reports/reports.html  -database of current or on-going research in education. It covers a wide range of studies including PhD theses and across all phases of education from early years to adults. 
· ERIC - http://www.eric.ed.gov/ - free online access to the searchable content of Educational Resources information Center of the US Department of Education. 

· Education-line - http://brs.leeds.ac.uk/~beiwww/el.htm -  freely accessible database of the full text of conference papers, working papers and electronic literature which supports educational research, policy and practice. UK emphasis. 
· EdResearch Online - http://cunningham.acer.edu.au/dbtw-wpd/sample/edresearch.htm  - is a database of over 20 000 articles from more than 200 Australian education journals. In some cases articles are available for free download direct from the publishers website.
Journals

· American Education Research Association - http://aera-cr.asu.edu/ejournals/ - Special Interest Group of AERA has produced a list of freely accessible ejournals in the field of education.  
· DOAJ– Directory of Open Access Journals -   http://www.doaj.org/ - this service covers free, full text, quality controlled scientific and scholarly journals. There are now over 2800 journals in the directory.
· Genamics JournalSeek- http://journalseek.net/  - large database of freely available journal information available on the internet. The database presently contains over 92,000 titles. 
Newspapers
· Education Guardian -  http://education.guardian.co.uk/  - news and features for education, including current issues and sections for schools, FE, TEFL and higher education. Searchable site. 

· TES -  http://www.tes.co.uk - web site of the weekly newspaper supplement covering school education. Very useful searchable archive.

Institutional repositories
An Institutional Repository is on online store for collecting, preserving, and disseminating the output of an institution, particularly a research institution such as a university.  This output can include journal articles before publication (preprints) and after (postprints), and digital versions of theses and dissertations.

Many of these repositories are now freely accessible, and their content available to a wider public.

· OAIster - http://www.oaister.org - a repository harvester which searches subject based repositories as well as institutional repositories.

· OpenDOAR -  http://www.opendoar.org/ - directory of academic open access repositories: 
· SHERPA – http://www.sherpa.ac.uk/repositories/ - provides a list of UK repositories which have searching facilities
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Organisations (with searchable websites)

Many organisations have searchable websites which allow you to access news items and reports on various topics. Those listed below are one which may be useful for education, but of course there are many of these sites in a range of subject areas.

Becta – http://www.becta.org.uk/ - website of the governments’ educational technology agency has a searchable interface, and over 200 freely available reports.

Campbell Collaboration - http://www.campbellcollaboration.org/index.asp - an international network of social and behavioural scientists that prepares and disseminates systematic reviews of the effectiveness of interventions in education, crime and justice and social welfare. The education section has links to a variety of full text reports and other documentation.

ESRC SocietyToday – http://www.esrcsocietytoday.ac.uk/ESRCInfoCentre/index.aspx -
ESCR, the Economic and Social Research Council, funds research and training in social and economic issues. The wide-ranging website allows you to search for particular topics and offer descriptions of current awards and grants, reports of completed research and a publications archive.

Joseph Rowntree Foundation – http://www.jrf.org.uk/  - website of the social policy research charity, with searchable interface and a large collection of full text documents, many of them on topics of educational interest.

National Institute of Adult and Continuing Education - http://www.niace.org.uk - website of the major non-governmental organisation in England and Wales for the support of adults engaged in formal and non-formal education.  Good section containing briefing papers, responses and reports

NFER - http://www.nfer.ac.uk - one of the leading independent educational research organisations in the UK, with a wide portfolio of activities and publications, as well as a good current awareness service. 

OECD - http://oberon.sourceoecd.org/vl=6026844/cl=14/nw=1/rpsv/home.htm - Source OECD is an online library of statistical databases, books and periodicals, and provided amongst other things, free access to Education at a Glance. 

Scottish Council for Research in Education - http://www.scre.ac.uk. SCRE operates as a research centre within Glasgow University's Faculty of Education. It conducts educational research and disseminates findings through publications, mainly of them freely available on the website, and accessible though a searchable interface.

UNESCO - http://portal.unesco.org – detailed portal on UNESCO online documents and publications, with good searching facility.
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© Education Librarians Group, 2007.

ELG encompasses library and information professionals in all areas and at all levels of the education sector, united by a commitment to the support of lifelong learning.

For further information on the Group please contact the Secretary. Details at:  http://www.cilip.org.uk/groups/elg/index.htm
Prepared by Honor Hania on behalf of ELG. All links correct at date of publication. Please send any comments/website updates to Honor Hania at : H.Hania@lib.gla.ac.uk
Clip art licensed from Graphics Factory:  http://www.graphicsfactory.com/ 

This guide may be reproduced in full or in part as long as the source is given credit. If using online links, please take care to link to the most up to date version mounted on the CILIP website: http://www.cilip.org.uk/groups/elg/publications.html
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