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FREE INFORMATION SOURCES

This is the second edition of the CPD guide for teachers and others who are unable to attend Continuing Professional Development events for a variety of reasons, or who are simply interested in research on, or keeping up to date with, issues of specific or general professional interest. Most of the resources listed here are freely available on the Internet. Please feel free to copy and distribute this leaflet.                                                                         Lucy Gildersleeves, Chair, ELG

FREELY AVAILABLE BOOKS

There are a number of collections of books, including Education titles, which are freely available over the Internet. Some will be of more use to you than others, but there are some seminal texts amongst them.

Online books: Includes a searchable index of thousands of online books, and directions to significant directories and archives of online texts: The link below takes you to the subject lists: http://onlinebooks.library.upenn.edu/subjects.html
Project Gutenberg :  The oldest producer of free electronic books on the Internet. Collection of more than 13,000 eBooks, most of which are in the public domain in the United States. Go to the catalogue page and search under author or title. http://www.gutenberg.org/
eScholarship Editions : Managed by the eScholarship program at California Digital Library. Over a quarter of the 1,400 electronic editions of academic books are freely available to the public.http://texts.cdlib.org/escholarship/subjects_public.html
National Academies Press : The NAP publishes more than 200 books a year on a wide range of topics in science, engineering, and health. Hundreds of these books can be downloaded for free by the chapter or the entire book, while others are available for purchase.
http://www.nap.edu/category.html?id=ed
FREELY AVAILABLE ELECTRONIC JOURNALS
Most journals of professional interest are subscription based. There are some, however, which are freely accessible, or have selected articles available to all. Many of these sites have a search facility which enable you to look for items on a particular subject. 

The Directory of Open Access Journals – http://www.doaj.org/ - lists many of these freely available titles. This service covers free, full text, quality controlled scientific and scholarly journals in a variety of subjects. There are now 1816 journals in the directory. Currently  446 journals are searchable at article level.
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   FREELY AVAILABLE DATABASES

Databases help you identify articles in journals on particular topics. Most are only available on subscription. The following, however, are freely accessible. You can log into these sites, and identify articles, reports, conference proceedings on a wide variety of educational topics. Some of the items thus identified can be accessed immediately through the links provided; other have to be obtained for a small fee.

CERUK : Database of current or on-going research in education. It covers a wide range of studies including commissioned research, PhD theses, across all phases of education from early years to adults. This site enables you to search the CERUK database. It is free and easy to use: http://www.ceruk.ac.uk/ceruk/
EdResearch Online:This is a database from the Australian Council for Educational Research. Access to the database is free, and the full text of the article can be downloaded through ACER Complete Article Service for AU$22 per article. http://cunningham.acer.edu.au/dbtw-wpd/sample/edresearch.htm
Education-line:freely accessible database of the full text of conference papers, working papers and electronic literature which supports educational research, policy and practice. All items accessible free. British. http://brs.leeds.ac.uk/~beiwww/el.htm
Educator’s Reference Desk : a freely accessible version of part of the ERIC database, the largest educational database in the world. Provides summaries of journal articles and documents for free. To obtain the full-text of some items you may be charged a fee. US bias, but nevertheless very useful: http://www.eduref.org/Eric/
Another useful version of this database which provides freely some available material can be accessed at: http://www.eric.ed.gov/
ZETOC: Zetoc provides access to the British Library's Electronic Table of Contents of around 20,000 current journals and around 16,000 conference proceedings published per year. The database covers 1993 to date, and is updated on a daily basis. It includes an email alerting service, to enable you to keep up-to-date with relevant new articles and papers. Zetoc is available free of charge to any member of a JISC-sponsored UK further or higher education institution, and other institutions may be able to subscribe.  Further informaton at : http://zetoc.mimas.ac.uk/faq.html#accessing



FREELY AVAILABLE NEWSPAPERS

Times Educational Supplement : current copy of TES and a searchable back archive.  

http://ww.tes.co.uk
Education Guardian: current copy of the Guardian’s Education Supplement 

and a searchable archive http://education.guardian.co.uk/
OFFICIAL PUBLICATIONS

England: 

Department for Education and Skills - http://www.dfes.gov.uk/index.htm
National Curriculum Online - http://www.nc.uk.net/home.html
OFSTED -  http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/
English Virtual Teachers Centre -http://vtc.ngfl.gov.uk/docserver.php
Northern Ireland: 

DENI - http://www.deni.gov.uk/index.htm
Northern Ireland Virtual Teachers Centre-  http://www.nine.org.uk/
Scotland: 

Scottish Executive Education Department -  http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/?pageID=5
Learning and Teaching Scotland - http://www.ltscotland.org.uk/
Wales:

National Assembly of Wales Children & Young People website http://www.wales.gov.uk/subichildren/index.htm
National Assembly of Wales Education & Training website - http://www.learning.wales.gov.uk

WEBSITES


There are many websites relating to Education, too many to list here.  The following are some ‘portals’, that is, sites which will take you on to other sites of interest.

The British Education Internet Resource Catalogue:  freely accessible database of information about professionally evaluated and described internet sites which support educational research, policy and practice. http://brs.leeds.ac.uk/~beiwww/beirc.htm
BUBL: subject based catalogue of internet resources. http://bubl.ac.uk/link/e/educationlinks.htm
Education World: comprehensive online resource for educators that includes a search engine for educational Web sites only; original content, including lesson plans, practical information for educators, information on how to integrate technology in the classroom, and articles written by education experts. http://www.education-world.com/ 

National Grid for Learning: gateway to educational resources on the internet. The NGfL provides a network of selected links to websites that offer high quality content and information. http://www.ngfl.gov.uk/index.jsp
CURRENT AWARENESS
On the Web: Current Awareness Service from the National Foundation for Educational Research. http://www.nfer.ac.uk/ontheweb/
NGfL E-mail Bulletin: News and updating service, disseminating information about topics relevant to development of a learning society.Scottish based, buit potentially very useful for everyone.http://www.ltscotland.org.uk/ngflscotland/sharing/subscribe/index.asp

  
ORGANISATIONS

National Foundation for Educational Research – largest independent educational research institution in the UK, spanning all sectors of education and training. http://www.nfer.ac.uk
Scottish Council for Research in Education - makes available on the web research reports on a wide variety of educational topics. http://www.scre.ac.uk/
European Commission Directorate-General for Education & Culture - home page of the Education and Culture division of the European Commission

http://europa.eu.int/comm/dgs/education_culture/index_en.htm
UNESCO : http://portal.unesco.org/ 

INTERNET FOR EDUCATION[image: image5.png]



Internet for Education: An online tutorial which takes you through using the internet as a source of information for education, helping you to identify some of the key Internet resources on education. Well worth a look. Sign up and work though it at your own pace.  http://www.vts.rdn.ac.uk/tutorial/education
© Education Librarians Group, 2004. 2nd ed. 2005.  ELG encompasses library and information professionals  in all areas and at all levels of the education sector, united by a commitment to the support of lifelong learning.

For further information on the Group please contact the Secretary: Kathryn Beardshall, BLib, MCLIP, Subject Liaison Librarian - Education & Distance Learning, University College Worcester. k.beardshall@worc.ac.uk, or see the website:  http://www.cilip.org.uk/groups/elg/index.htm
Prepared by Honor Hania on behalf of ELG. All links correct at date of publication. Please send any comments/website updates to Honor Hania at : H.Hania@lib.gla.ac.uk
Clip art freely available from http://www.teacherfiles.com/clip_art.htm and licensed from Clipart .Inc. http://members.clipartinc.com/gallery/cgi-bin/imageFolio.cgi
This guide may be reproduced in full or in part as long as the source is given credit. If using online links, please take care to link to the most up to date version mounted on the CILIP website: http://www.cilip.org.uk/groups/elg/publications.html
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