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WHAT IS INFORMATION LITERACY?

There are a number of definitions. 

CILIP’s Short Guide to Information Literacy lists some of them.

http://www.cilip.org.uk/policyadvocacy/informationliteracy/definition/introduction.htm
GLOSSARIES

The following are helpful websites containing lists of the most commonly used terms in information literacy:
· York College, Pennsylvania- http://www.ycp.edu/library/ifl/glossary.html  

· American Library Association - http://www.ala.org/ala/acrl/acrlissues/acrlinfolit/infolitoverview/infolitglossary/infolitglossary.htm 

STANDARDS, PRINCIPLES AND GUIDELINES

· Primary and Secondary 
American Association of School Librarians standards: information literacy standards for student learning. http://www.ala.org/ala/aasl/aaslproftools/informationpower/InformationLiteracyStandards_final.pdf
Information Literacy Standards: this is a useful general website on information literacy which contains amongst other items, a number of different standards from various parts of the US and elsewhere which are useful for comparison purposes and which could be adapted for your own use.

http://eduscapes.com/tap/topic72.htm
· Tertiary 

American Library Association Standards and Guidelines for Higher Education: http://www.ala.org/ala/acrl/acrlstandards/informationliteracycompetency.htm
Australian and New Zealand information Literacy Framework: principles standards and practice, 2nded. : http://www.anziil.org/resources/Info%20lit%202nd%20edition.pdf
· General

The Prague Declaration ‘Towards an Information Literate Society’ proposed a set of principles for the international community: http://www.nclis.gov/libinter/infolitconf&meet/post-infolitconf&meet/PragueDeclaration.pdf
International Society for Technology in Education:

http://cnets.iste.org/currstands/cstands-il.html
PRACTICAL RESOURCES   
· Books

Andretta, Susie (2005). Information literacy: a practitioner's guide. Oxford: Chandos Publishing.

Birks, Jane (2003). Hands-on information literacy activities.  New York: Neal-Schuman Publishers.

Burkhardt, Joanna M. (2003). Teaching information literacy: 35 practical, standards-based exercises for college students. Chicago, Ill.: American Library Association.

Burkhardt, Joanna M. (2005) Creating a comprehensive information literacy plan : a how-to-do-it manual and CD-ROM for librarians. Publ. Info. New York, N.Y. : Neal-Schuman Publishers.

Rockman, Ilene (2004). Integrating information literacy into the higher education curriculum: practical models for transformation. San Francisco, Calif. : Jossey-Bass.
Ryan, Jenny (2001). Information literacy toolkit: Grades 7 and up.   Chicago, Ill: American Library Association. (Kindergarten grades book also available from same publisher)

· Websites
Information Literacy:  a collection of learning materials from Learning and Teaching Scotland to help learners develop  study skills and information literacy. 

Aimed at school pupils.


" 

http://www.ltscotland.org.uk/informationliteracy/index.asp


Intute Virtual Training Suite: a set of free online tutorials designed to help students, lecturers and researchers improve their Internet information literacy and IT skills. http://www.vts.intute.ac.uk/
Information Literacy Website (see item below): includes links to a selection of excellent online tutorials. http://www.informationliteracy.org.uk/Resources_By_Sector/Tutorial_usa.aspx
PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITY/DEVELOPMENT

American Library Association: two websites providing a comprehensive view of information literacy – background, challenges, progress and recommendations.

http://www.ala.org/ala/acrl/acrlpubs/whitepapers/presidential.htm
http://www.ala.org/ala/acrl/acrlpubs/whitepapers/progressreport.htm
Florida International University Libraries: excellent site for a broad view of developments in information literacy including standards, research papers, and programmes. http://www.fiu.edu/~library/ili/iliweb.html
InfoLit Global : database created by The Information Literacy Section of IFLA to record information literacy materials from different parts of the world. http://www.infolitglobal.info/
Information Literacy Website: this website is designed and developed by information professionals from key UK organisations involved in the field of information literacy.  It is a key site for UK practitioners http://www.informationliteracy.org.uk/.
LILAC - Librarians Information Literacy Annual Conference : past conference papers of this important UK initiative http://www.cilip.org.uk/specialinterestgroups/bysubject/informationliteracy/lilac
National Forum on Information Literacy: US organisation devoted to the promotion and development of information literacy. Wide-ranging and very useful website. http://www.infolit.org  

School Libraries.org: very comprehensive site covering all aspects of information literacy as it relates to schools, with some excellent links. While North American in tone and content, it will nevertheless provide some very useful stating points for schools in the UK. 
" 

http://www.school-libraries.org/resources/literacy.html

Shambles: this is an outstanding ’catch –all’ site with a wide variety of really helpful links. http://www.shambles.net/pages/school/infoskills/ 
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FURTHER READING

There are many books and articles now available on information literacy. The following is a select list of the more recent.

Andretta, Susie (2005). From prescribed reading to the excitement or the burden of choice: information literacy: foundation of e learning in Aslib Proceedings: new information perspectives, Vol. 57( 2), pp. 181-190

Crawford, John and Irving, Christine (2007) IL and the petition to the Scottish Parliament in Library + Information Update, vol. 6 (3), pp. 40-41.

Jacobson, Trudi (2004).  Motivating students in information literacy classes. New York; London: Neal-Schuman Publishers.

Joint, Nicholas (2005). Traditional bibliographic instruction and today's information users  in  Library Review, Vol 54 ( 7), pp. 397-402 

Martin, Allan and Rader, Hannelore (2003). Information and IT Literacy: 
enabling learning in the 21st century. Facet Publishing.
Moore, Penny (2002) Information literacy: what's it all about?    Wellington: New Zealand Council for Educational Research.

And finally… two free journals:

Communications in Information Literacy (CIL): http://www.comminfolit.org/index.php/cil
Journal of Information Literacy: http://www.informationliteracy.org.uk/JIL.aspx
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