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ADULT EDUCATION AND LIFELONG LEARNING

Adult education and lifelong learning plays
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a major part in the world of education today. In addition to helping adults enhance their lives and secure and maintain employment, the contribution that it can make to social justice, social inclusion and poverty reduction is increasingly recognised. This short guide aims to provide the reader with an introduction to wide range of resources and information now available both for adult learners and for those who teach them.

Please feel free to copy and distribute this leaflet.
                                                                        Lucy Gildersleeves, Chair, ELG
Government Initiatives

Basic Skills Agency: http://www.basic-skills.co.uk/site/page.php?cms=0. This agency works to raise the standards of basic numeracy and literacy by supporting teachers, coordinating partnerships and providing and advisory service.

Learn Direct: http://www.learndirect.co.uk/ An organisation funded by the government which seeks to reach those with few or no skills and qualifications, and who are unlikely to participate in traditional forms of learning. The website has links to thousands of possible courses and information on local learning centres.

Learning and Skills Council: http://www.lsc.gov.uk/National/default.htm
The website of the organisation responsible for planning and funding high-quality vocational education and training for everyone. 

Organisations

Adult Learning Inspectorate: http://www.ali.gov.uk/The Adult Learning Inspectorate, a non-departmental public body, is responsible for inspecting all publicly funded work-based training for people over 16. The website include links to inspection reports, advisory services and training providers.

The American Association for Adult and Continuing Education (AAACE): http://www.aaace.org/ - A US based organisation dedicated to lifelong learning and social change. 

Campaign for Learning: http://www.campaign-for-learning.org.uk/- This is a network comprising public, private and voluntary sector organisations, dedicated to developing a learning society. Good website with some excellent full text links.

Centre for Research on the Wider Benefits of Learning: http://www.learningbenefits.net/Index.htm - an organisation which researches and investigates the benefits education brings to society as a whole - individually, socially and economically.

European Association for the Education of Adults: http://www.eaea.org/. European NGO with more than 100 member organisations from 34 countries working in the field of adult learning. Good easily navigated website with a lot of useful information. 
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 The International Council for Adult Education (ICAE): http://www.icae.org.uy/index.html - A non-governmental voluntary organisation formed in 1973. It comprises over 100 national, regional and sectoral member associations involving 77 countries. Wide -ranging and informative website.

National Institute of Adult and Continuing Education (NIACE): http://www.niace.org.uk/- The major organisation in the field of adult education in England and Wales, it aims to promote the study and general advancement of adult continuing education. Very comprehensive website, with a good list of links.

Research and Practice in Adult Literacy (RAPAL): http://www.literacy.lancaster.ac.uk/rapal/ - An independent network of learners, teachers, managers and researchers in adult basic education focussing on the role of literacy in adult life.

Workers Educational Association (WEA): http://www.wea.org.uk/ - This is a well established voluntary adult education movement, committed to widening participation and to enabling people to realise their full potential through learning.
Journals

Subscription based

Adult Education Quarterly: A Journal of Research and Theory. Published in association with AAACE (see above).  Institutional subscription – combined print and e- access: $246. Frequency: Quarterly; ISSN: 0741-7136; eISSN: 1552-3047

Adults Learning. Published by NIACE (see above). Institutional subscription: £56.

Frequency: 10 issues per year. ISSN: 0955-2308

Convergence: international journal of adult education. Published in association with ICAE. Institutional subscription: £42.  Frequency: Quarterly. ISSN: 1354-8565 eISSN: 1748-7382

Educational Gerontology. Published by Routledge. Institutional subscription: £321
Frequency: 10 issues per year. ISSN Print 0360-1277; ISSN Online 1521-0472

Studies in the Education of Adults. Published by NIACE. Institutional subscription: £80. Frequency: twice yearly. ISSN: 0266-0830
Widening participation and lifelong learning. Cost:  Institutional £60.00 print, plus £40 for electronic access; Personal  £40.00 print, plus £20 for electronic access. ISSN: 1466-6529. Frequency: Thrice yearly. (some items freely available electronically)

Open access/free

Basic Skills Agency Newsletter.  Free from the Basic Skills Agency, ADMAIL 524, London WC1A 1BR, U.K.
New Horizons in Adult Education: http://education.fiu.edu/newhorizons/
founded in 1987, this is a nicely presented peer reviewed electronic journal focused on current research and ideas in adult education. 

The Journal of Extension (JOE)): www.joe.org. - The official refereed journal of the U.S. Cooperative Extension System. Searchable site, with back issues from 1963. For Extension professionals and other adult educators 

TEFL Web Journal: http://www.teflweb-j.org/- This is a journal for English teaching professionals, giving them the opportunity to share their research and teaching practices with the international, academic teaching community. Peer reviewed, with a target audience of teachers of adults in either ESL or EFL.

Vertex: The Online Journal of Adult and Workforce Education. http://vawin.jmu.edu/vertex/index.php. The US bias of this journal does not prevent it from being a potentially very good source of information and news for 

the student of adult education.

Useful Websites

Grundtvig Action Site: http://www.britishcouncil.org/socrates-grundtvig.htm. Grundtvig Action is part of the European Commission’s aim of promoting a policy of lifelong learning, at a European level as well as in each of the participating countries. Site gives details of projects, partnerships and grants.

Directgov: http://www.direct.gov.uk/EducationAndLearning/AdultLearning/fs/en
- a portal which directs you to various government websites, including one on Education with a sub directory of issue topics and resources in adult education. Good place to start for information.

European Commission: http://ec.europa.eu/education/programmes/newprog/index_en.html - website giving details of the European Union Action programmes in the field of lifelong learning 2007-2013.

Lifelong Learning: http://www.lifelonglearning.co.uk/index.htm - a very good ‘catch –all’ site with publications, news, reports and links in all areas of lifelong learning.

Maths for Life: http://www.maths4life.org/ - Maths4Life is a three year project which aims to stimulate a positive approach to teaching and learning in mathematics and numeracy in England, focusing on adults from Entry Level to Level 2. Colourful website, with good links to projects and resources.

National Adult Literacy Database: http://www.nald.ca/index.htm - Canada’s information network on adult literacy containing full text documents, newsletters, resources, etc. An excellent, easily navigated site with much to offer the British user. 

© Education Librarians Group, 2006. ELG encompasses library and information professionals in all areas and at all levels of the education sector, united by a commitment to the support of lifelong learning. For further information on the Group please contact the Secretary: Kathryn Beardshall, BLib, MCLIP, Subject Liaison Librarian - Education & Distance Learning, University College Worcester. k.beardshall@worc.ac.uk, or see the website: http://www.cilip.org.uk/specialinterestgroups/bysubject/education/about 
Prepared by Honor Hania on behalf of ELG. All links correct and viable at date of publication. Please send any comments/website updates to Honor Hania at: H.Hania@lib.gla.ac.uk.
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