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Background

• Increasing requests for CA training from NW 
health librarians

• Small numbers of librarians cascading CA skills 
after training

• Why are librarians not  delivering CA skills 
training?
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Research
• Attitudes, barriers and level of involvement of 

healthcare librarians in critical appraisal skills 
training
– MA Sept 2009, Liverpool John Moores University

– Health Information Libraries Journal

• Part 1: Attitudes and levels of involvement (early view online June 
2010)

• Part 2: Barriers to involvement (submitted for peer review June 
2010)
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• To examine the attitudes of UK healthcare librarians towards involvement 
in critical appraisal skills training, the extent to which critical appraisal 
training is currently being delivered by healthcare librarians and the 
barriers faced by healthcare librarians in delivering critical appraisal skills 
training

• Questionnaire survey of 57 library services (48 NHS, 9 HE) Response rate = 
48/57 (84%) library services responded, 55 questionnaires returned (7 
responses from multi-site library services)

• Semi-structured interviews, n=21 – 7 not delivering CA training, 6 
intending to deliver CA training, 8 delivering CA training

Aim

Methods
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• 78% (43/55) thought librarians ought to be involved in delivering CA 
training, 22% were not sure if librarians ought to be involved

• Less than 1/3 (16/55) of healthcare librarians with responsibility for end-
user training were delivering CA training

• 86% (47/55) had attended CA training, 29% (16/55) attended >1 training 
session

• 94% (15/16) of librarians involved in delivering CA training collaborate with 
other colleagues (R&D, statistician, other librarians)

• Librarians mainly cascade levels of evidence/resources training on their own 

• Systematic Reviews is the most popular CA training delivered by librarians 
on their own

• No consensus on depth of librarian involvement in delivering CA training to 
healthcare professionals

Main findings
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Barriers to involvement

Extrinsic Intrinsic

• Organisational (27)

• Environmental (21)

• Training (12)

• Role expectation (3)

• Knowledge (26)

• Attitude (20)

• Skills (9)
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What CA resources librarians wanted…

• Study designs/research methodology
• Checklists
• Levels of evidence
• Statistics
• Pre-appraised articles
• Exercises for training
• Teaching plans
• An ‘appraisal of appraisal resources’
• Links to key CA resources
• “all the help we can get”!!
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• To provide support and resources for librarians 
looking to deliver CA skills training

• To signpost to useful CA resources on the 
www

CATNiP http://catnipnw.pbworks.com

http://catnipnw.pbworks.com/
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CATNiP http://catnipnw.pbworks.com
• Collating CA resources all in one place
• Links to CA checklists
• Quick identification of CA checklist resources by 

study design 
• Examples of exercises to use in CA training
• Links to CA databases of appraised articles
• Bibliography of useful articles and resources on:

– Study designs
– Statistics 
– Definitions/glossary

• Links to other CA presentations

http://catnipnw.pbworks.com/
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The Challenges!

• No back-up facility as yet > Wiki will 
move to LiHNN platform 

www.lihnn.nhs.uk

• Firewalls

• Currency

• Engagement

• Quality control

http://www.lihnn.nhs.uk/
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To boldly go…
• Encourage others to submit CA resources

• Move to open access

• Wiki evaluation

• Which are the most prominent barriers (ranking) to librarian 
involvement in CA skills training?

• What are the effective strategies for overcoming barriers to 
librarian involvement in CA skills training?

• Informing the debate…Is it appropriate for librarians to be 

involved in CA training and to what extent if any? – the 
healthcare professional perspective
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• CA training sessions for NW healthcare librarians

– Delivered by experienced and novice trainers

• Mentor network

– Assistance with setting up CA workshops

– Observation of librarian CA facilitation 

– Peer support

– Assistance with the delivery of CA sessions

Beyond CATNiP…
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Thank you
• Any questions?

• For more information contact:
Michelle Maden

Clinical Information Specialist

Edge Hill University

E: madenm@edgehill.ac.uk

T: 0151 529 5851

• Request access to the wiki at:

– http://catnipnw.pbworks.com

mailto:madenm@edgehill.ac.uk
http://catnipnw.pbworks.com/

