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Supporting learning

possibilities of Listening to sound  Acti ities leadi g to possibilities of 
podcasting

Listening to sound, 
voice

Activities leading to 
learning

flexibility, ‘Contributing students’Informal learning

learner control

Information in audio / 
multi-media 

Linking learning in 
multiple locations

Situated learning

Audio-vision Audio vision 
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http://www.elearning.ac.uk/features/whyped
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T h l Pedagogy
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Wink  J  3 Perspectives on Pedagogy 5Wink, J. 3 Perspectives on Pedagogy
Retrieved 22.2 2009 , 
www.joanwink.com/3perspectives.html
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THE ‘DOUBLE LIFE’ CHALLENGE
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Living with ‘machines’ is extremely messy
Learning transitions will never be seamless
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Listening is an intensely various activity
Attitude and behaviour is all
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From David Bell’s chapter’ The University in your Pocket’  in 
Podcasting for Learning in Universities 2008
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eLearning Africa, Nairobi, 28 May 200718



Online 
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inductionsPedagogical
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lectures
collaboration

Easier 
transitions
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Drivers

seminars
sharing

finding

transitions

preparation
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portfoliosworkshops
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Giving
Feedback/for

ward

portfoliosworkshops
labwork
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PODCASTING:
RESEARCHED EDUCATIONAL BENEFITS
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 Flexibility
 Preferences
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Exploiting learner 
owned devices: Control

 Motivation
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Entertainment to 

 Engagement
 Novelty
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RENAISSANCE FOR AUDIO
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 Recorded sound has long 
been used for distance 
learning
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‘JEWELS IN THE CURRICULUM’
THRESHOLD CONCEPTS
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‘Less is more’
K   h   d di
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Key  theory or understanding
Once learnt unlikely to be     P
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Once learnt unlikely to be     
forgotten
I t ti k  ti

re I amIntegrative- makes connections
Troublesome ‘knowledge’

11http://www gees ac uk/planet/p17/gc pdf

g

11http://www.gees.ac.uk/planet/p17/gc.pdf



Formal resources
(Cold knowledge)

Informal resources
(Hot knowledge)

Semi-formal
(W  k l dg )(Cold knowledge)

Officially provided Not officially provided

(Hot knowledge)(Warm knowledge)

Officially providedOfficially provided

Highly structured, abstract

Objective

Not officially provided

Less structured

More subjective

Officially provided

(Potentially) less structured

More subjective

Print
Dialogue peers

Personal tutors
Peer mentors

Web Lectures
Dialogue peersPeer mentors

P id  ti  
Lacks opinions, personal, 
diverse perspectives

Overwhelming Lacks objectivity

Provides perspectives, 
opinions

Many voices mitigate 
against subjectivityg

May miss some issues

Legitimacy potentially in 
doubt

(Potentially) mis-leading

Inconsistent access

against subjectivity

Possibility to moderate 
out falsehood

Official provision can 
ensure access
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The 
backgroundbackground

M  i i  Critical importance of first 
year experience 

Most interventions 
institutionally driven, 
f l 

Knowledge and 
i  f 

formal 

‘Hot knowledge’experience of 
undergraduates rarely 

l it d

Hot knowledge
(Ball and Vincent 
1998)exploited 1998)

Informal and mobile 
learning 



Personal 
tiperspectives

AdviceReinforcement

HOW PODCASTS

HELPED

N  I f tiReassurance New InformationReassurance



Giving
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http://www.soundsgood.org.uk
Giving

feedback
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DESIGN AND INTEGRATION
integration
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FEEDBACK AND PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT

Podcast 
categories

In relation to 
which 

Number 
of Purpose

categories
module(s) podcasts

Dissertation Dissertation 17 Guiding students through the 
dissertation process

Module
i

Research 
methods 12

Providing a module overview 
Explaining the key content of the Personnel overview

p g y
module

Personnel 
Selection and 
Assessment

10

Personnel 

Assignment

Selection and 
Assessment

4
Explaining module assignments
Clarifying assignment 
requirementsPsychology of Assignment requirements
Providing guidance on how to 
tackle specific assignment

Psychology of 
Organising 4

Training and 
Development 4Development

Feedback All 12 Providing feedback to student’s 
assignment and dissertation draft



IMPACT ON DISTANCE/WORK-BASED
LEARNERSLEARNERS

 Providing clearer and more detailed instruction and 
guidance

 A feeling of reassurance
 ‘I’m on the right track’ or ‘at the right direction’

 Enabling learners to plan and think ahead
 Dissertation and assignments podcasts provide feed forward 

information

 Building tutor-student relationship Building tutor-student relationship
 Feeling more personal and closer to the tutor

 Increasing flexibility and mobility in learning Increasing flexibility and mobility in learning
 Students have used the podcasts in different ways, e.g. from 

their mobile devices when they on the move



IMPACT ON STAFFIMPACT ON STAFF

 Reduced traffic on discussion forum 
 A reduction in the number of questions on assignments and dissertation, q g ,

as a result of the added clarity introduced through the podcasts

 Improved quality of assignments and dissertation
 Reduced failed rate Re ce  a e  a e 
 Improved quality in discussing research methods, justification of 

research questions.

 Retention rates have been dramatically improved Retention rates have been dramatically improved
6:54 drop out October 2008, NONE APRIL 2009

 The amount of information
 The material that takes 4-5 pages to write can be covered in a 4-5 

minutes podcast.

 Podcasting is a quicker and more effective mechanism to 
deliver certain messages such as guidance, explanation and 
feedback than writing
 The potential of providing students with guidance when they need it



Design before deliver
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http://www.atimod.com/podcasting/authors.shtml
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A ten-factor development 
modelmodel

1 Purpose / pedagogical rationale

http://www.podcastingforlearning.com

1.  Purpose / pedagogical rationale

2.  Medium: audio only or audio and visual)

3 Convergence: integration with other e learning3.  Convergence: integration with other e-learning

4.  Authors and contributors of content

5 St t f d ti i5.  Structure: frequency and timing

6.  Reusability of content

7.  Length

8.  Style: presentation, interview, dialogue

9.  Framework of content organisation 

10. Access system: via VLE or Internet-based feeder service (RSS)



Beyond Distance Research Alliance

Learning Futures Festival Online 2010

“P iti l  Di ti ” “Positively Disruptive” 
7-14 January 2010

www.le.ac.uk/beyonddistance/festival
KEYNOTE SPEAKERS

Dr Stephen Bax, Professor Phil Candy, Aly Conteh, Dr Chris Davies, 
St h D P f I J i P f J i T l T W l hStephen Downes, Professor Ian Jamieson, Professor Josie Taylor, Tessa Welch 

Festival registration: £75 / closing date: 23 December 2009
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