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The AGM was held on the 8th June 2009. Thanks once again go to all officers for their continued hard work throughout the year on committee matters.

ISG has made use of the new B & G E-mailing service set up by CILIP. Regular communications have been e-mailed  to our members. Well over half of ISG total membership has signed up to receive these e-mails.

ISG was active at the 2009 CILIP Umbrella conference leading a number of sessions at the event.

REFER was published three times last year in print. For the first time the Refereplus website has been launched. This has expanded the information in REFERE with extended articles, links and a growing set of recommended reference sites.

Sections continue to be active in the East of England, London & South East and Scotland. The standing committee SCOOP continues to represent the group’s interest in official publications and statistics with SCOOP briefings regularly appearing in CILIP Update.

It only remains for me to give thanks to committee members at both National and Sections for all their hard work over the last year for the benefit of all ISG members.

Helen Bowlt

Chair ISG National

Secretary’s Report

The current ISG membership stands at 2203

Hon Treasurers Report for 2009

As I have now been Treasurer for a full year, the picture of our finances is becoming clearer.  

The general trend for the last 2 years has been partially disguised by the transfer of funds from SCOOP, which has offset the expenditure. Only 1 of the accounts is remaining for SCOOP which has around £400 in it.

The income last year was £10,962.81 against expenditure of £15,092.38 – a deficit of £4,129.57. This however includes £5000 from SCOOP accounts which means the real deficit would be over £9000.

Our income this year other than the SCOOP funds has been mainly capitation, but that is declining gradually.  Additionally we have not profited from any course income, advertising (particularly for the reference awards), and of course even bank interest is considerably down on last year. Publications and Refer subscription income remains minimal.

While we have money in reserve obviously this cannot be used continuously and I have been alerting the Committee that we must consider different ways of working.
I am pleased that Peter Chapman is now looking at Refer’s production, and also obtaining advertising. We have also considered the prize for the Reference Awards and advertising for those.
Gary Archer

Hon Treasurer
East of England Section
The section held three meetings, with the AGM on the 6th May 2009. One event was held, a meeting entitled Digital Native or Digitally Naïve on 6th May at Villers Park, Foxton.

London & South East Section
The section held five meetings, with the AGM on the 20th April 2009. Two events were held: a joint evening meeting with UC & R in October  entitled Intute: finding a better website and a one day course at CILIP, Ridgemount Street in November called Because your worth it; demonstrating the value of your information service.  The section also carried out a survey of its membership. The section organised visit to the following;
· London Metropolitan Archive in April.

· Society of Genealogists in May.

· London Transport Museum in September.

· BT Archive in December.

· British Library Points of View Photographic Exhibition in March.
Scotland Section
The section held four meetings, with the AGM on the 27th April 2009. Two events were held: a visit to Edinburgh University Library in April and a study day at the University of Paisley entitled ‘The Quick and the Duff Helping Our Users Get the Best from the Web’ in October.
Standing Committee on Official Publications (SCOOP)
SCOOP met twice between April 2009 and March 2010, on 13th  May and 9th  September.  The meeting planned for January was cancelled in view of adverse weather and public transport conditions prevailing at the time.  Amongst the issues discussed were access to paper archives of government documents, availability of government publications in printed format, web continuity and web site archiving, and the continuing need for improved web access to official statistics.  Contacts with TNA, SOCITM and the Royal Statistical Society’s Statistics Users Forum have been valuable in progressing some of these issues.  At the September meeting we had a presentation from Mark Ardron from OPSI on the Public Library Access Scheme.  SCOOP subsequently contributed to CILIP’s response to the consultation on the future scope of this scheme.  A successful joint seminar in November with GLIG and the British Library, “Government Information in the Google Age 2” was over-subscribed to the extent that a repeat event is being considered for 2010.    Membership: 2009/10 was the final year of Alastair Allan’s 7th term of office as SCOOP Chairman.  He was warmly thanked at the September meeting for all his work on SCOOP’s behalf over the years.
