Multimedia and Information Technology Group

Minutes of the Committee Meeting, Wednesday March 11th, 2009.

Cilip HQ, Ridgemount Street, London,
Present

Anne-Louise Anglim, Leo Appleton (Secretary), Geoff Butters, Kate Lomax, Lyndon Pugh, Pauline Shirley (chair), Tony Thompson

In attendance (for agenda item 09/08)

Catherine Dhanjal.

09/01
Apologies

Apologies were received from Alun Jenkins, Andrew Cox and Jo Milton

09/08

Catherine Dhanjal, an independent marketing consultant, attended the meeting to familiarise herself with MmIT and deliver a presentation on how  marketing  could assist MmIT in its current publicity campaign, and increase membership and journal subscriptions.

Catherine recommended that the committee consider a gap analysis and strategic objectives for the group before embarking upon a detailed marketing plan.

Action: Strategic objectives to be tabled and discussed as part of online MmIT meeting. TT to update MmIT constitution.
09/02
Minutes of the previous meeting

The minutes of the December 2008 meeting were accepted as an accurate record.
09/03
Matters arising

08/38 LP is still working on editorial policy to be included on the new MmIT Web pages.

08/41 Bruce Royan’s time frame for nominating an MmIT endorsed representative  for the IFLA A/V group was too short for the committee to make an informed decision.

09/04 (i) Chair’s report

PS is to attend a meeting at Cilip to discuss the relationship between branches and groups and Cilip, following on from the February Cilip Council meeting.

09/04 (ii) Secretary’s report

Nothing to report.

 09/04 (iii) Treasurer’s report

Accounts for the year end 2008 were presented to the committee

A list of outstanding debtors from the 2008 October Conference was also tabled. Action: AJ to follow up
09/04 (iv) MmITs

Cilips is hosting a June conference entitled Inspiring excellence – yourself, your library and your future. 

MmITs is also planning and event which will consider the use of freeware in libraries. 

A  blog and social networking presence has been developed, and LP invited MmITs to have their newsletter linked to from the main MmIT web page. Action: ALA to follow up
09/04 (v) NW branch

LA reported that MmIT NW had gained three new members at the December 2008 AGM and was currently planning an Emerging Technologies event, to be held in Liverpool on 17th June.

09/05
Events update

CompletelyNovel are running a free presentation in conjunction with MmIT. This is taking place on 30th March and numbers are already viable after an email alert was sent to the journal’s member and subscriber database, as well as the public libraries database maintained by the editor.

MmIt Conference 2009. LA reported that a potential date in July had been identified for a mobile learning conference. It was pointed out that this might be within a quarantine period for Umbrella, during which no SIG or branch event could take place. It was decided that a September date would be more practical.

Suggestions for speakers included Gill Graham (Dumbarton Museum) and the indentification of a health libraries speaker was also suggested. Action: LA to follow up
LA and AC will be present at Umbrella to chair sessions
09/06
Web page update
The website is in a stable condition, in spite of the difficulties experienced in providing subscriber access to the journal, a matter which is outside the control of the editorial board. This includes issues such as Cilip’s capacity to deal with problems regarding downtime. LP reported a three week period during which subscribers could not gain access to the MmIT pages.

LP also reported that there were conflicting messages over the provision of usage statistics and Google Analytics.

Attention was drawn to the need to consider the future of the Factsheets page, which has not been maintained for some years, but remains on the site as a feature under development.

09/07
Report from Journal Editor

Production processes continue to operate smoothly, with the time taken from transmission of copy to the printer and distribution now reduced. Distribution of the February 2009 issue began a week earlier than scheduled, and it is anticipated that this will be maintained. 

Subscription renewals are still being received, and, for the first time, the journal has an outstanding debt (of some £1800) dating from November 2008. Swets are being vigorously pursued over this matter. It is not yet clear what the final subscription outturn for volume 35 will be.

There is a full schedule for the remaining three issues of volume 35, and the journal remains capable of attracting writers.

It was decided to survey the membership to assess how an online only approach to the journal would be received. Action: LP
09/10

Date of next meeting:

Online w/b 29th June

Sept 16th, 2.00 – 4.00

Dec 16th, 2.00 – 4.00
