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Agenda

• Introduction to PatBase
• Asian Data enhancements: Japan, China, 

Korea, Taiwan
• Example with Merck and Japanese data
• Using F/FI-Terms in PatBase
• Machine Translations



Product Overview
• PatBase

– Searchable Full-text Database developed with RWS 
Information

• PatentOrder
– Patent Document Delivery Service

• Patent Tracker
– Patent Status Tracking service

• OPS - Patent Family Portal
– Easy to use family and legal status search interface

• Archive and Alert Workflow Solutions
– Bespoke Information Management solutions



PatBase Overview
• Over 35 million patent family records
• Over 25 million full-text patent records

• US, EP, PCT, DE, FR, GB

• Over 70 patent issuing authorities
• Over 20 million patent drawings
• Machine Translations
• Updated daily
• Subject searchable by keyword, IPC, UPC 

and ECLA, Japanese F/FI Terms, German 
DEKLA Classifications

RWS Group
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Family

All Assignee & Inventors

Full Text





Japanese Data Enhancements
• A2 and T2 documents from 2004
• Full-text
• Clipped and Embedded Images
• Machine translations of Title & Abstracts 

made searchable within 2-3 weeks of 
publication

• 2 million JP utility models added late 2007





Chinese Data Enhancements
• A and U documents from 1985
• Title, Abstract and 1st Claim
• Machine translation of Title & Abstracts 

made searchable

Taiwanese Data Enhancements
• A & B Documents from 2000
• English Title & Abstract



South Korean Data Enhancements

• A  Documents Added from 200503
• Title Abstract and 1St Claim
• Machine Translation of Title & Abstracts 

made searchable
• Full-text from 200701
• Utility Models from 200701
• 2 weeks after publication date



Asian Focus: example with Merck

• Merck is the market leader in supplying liquid 
crystal composites for the LCD industry

• LCD was developed in Japan
• The majority of customers and competition are 

based in Japan
Problem: 

• many patents are only published in Japan, so no 
full text searches will pick them up

• IPC classification is not always useful for Asian 
data



Practical Example

F-Terms not known
Search for “Organic light emitting diode” 
Run a Statistical Analysis
Identify relevant F-term: F-Term 
3K107/AA01 
Search on class 3K107/AA01
Problem: Many records have no English text



Summary Definition of F/FI-Terms

FI (File Index) Classification
Extension of the IPC e.g. B G06F13/00/355 
FI = approx.170,000 classes; IPC= approx. 70,000 classes

F-Terms (File Forming Terms)
IPC & FI can be used in parallel
Divided into Theme, View Point and Code

F-term example:  3E067 AB 01
3E067 = Technology
AB = View Point (Material, Purpose etc)
01 = Code (subdivisions of View Points)



Finding the relevant F/FI terms



Checking the Definitions

Technology

‘Viewpoint’

(Material, Use
etc)

Viewpoint



Any patents in 2008?

–Yes, but what does the patent say?



An example Japanese record



Machine Translation

• Aim: for each patent family to have a Title 
and Abstract in English

• One-click English machine translations



Non Latin Text



Summary

• Easy use of an additional, important 
classification system

• Vital for checking market trends
• PatBase makes Asian data accessible, 

quickly
• More developments to come


