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Report from the Chair 2007

The UC&R BBO section ran three successful events during 2007. The year began with the AGM in March which was held at the Berkshire Record Office in Reading. Senior Archivist Mark Stevens gave a talk about the BRO and then led a conducted tour round the BRO’s purpose-built premises opened in 2000. It was interesting to find that librarians and archivists share many areas of common professional concern such as copyright, access vs preservation and the impact of technology and the Web.

In June a half-day event was held at Wolfson College entitled ‘Organising the future: classification for the 21st Century’ Speakers included Vanda Broughton, Lesley Kumiega and Sue Pemberton and topics ranged from a look at faceted classification to the impact of folksonomies and social tagging to traditional library classification schemes and the practicalities of changing schemes.

The final event of 2007 was held in November at Oxford Brookes University and was the annual joint event held with the CoFHE Mid-West Circle. The title of this event was ‘Return to SENDA: reviewing and improving library services to readers with disabilities’ and provided an opportunity to look at many different aspects of disability related to library services. Liz Osman looked at physical access in Cambridge Colleges; Patricia McHugo talked about web accessibility issues; Mary Colley gave us a deeper understanding of the affects of disorders under the umbrella of neurodiversity; Helen Brazier spoke about the services of the merged RNIB/National library for the Blind and Ruth Harris told us about Oxford University Library services.

Reports and presentations from all these events can be found on the website. All three were well attended and the feedback forms were very positive, so the Committee is encouraged that we are doing something right! However we welcome feedback from you about the type of events you would like and the topics you are interested in. Better still, join the Committee and help to run the events of your choice!

At the beginning of 2007 we were pleased to welcome several new committee members: Liz Osman (Assistant Librarian, Henley Management College), Victoria Bird (Trainee Liaison Librarian, University of Reading) and Paula Luckett (Oxford Brookes University). We were also pleased to welcome James Andrews (Chantry Librarian, Institute of Conservation) as a fully elected committee member following his co-option during 2006.

In autumn 2007 Joanna Snelling stood down as Chair and left the Committee for personal reasons. She had been Chair for almost three years and had been a member of the BBO Committee for far longer, fulfilling various roles (often simultaneously!). She is very much missed and we extend our very sincere thanks to her for all her tireless hard work for UC&R BBO. Sue Pemberton took over as acting Chair until the AGM.

Being a Committee member is very fulfilling and offers great opportunities for continuing professional development, but it can also be hard work on top of the ‘day job’ and several committee members are feeling that it is time to take a break and also that fresh ideas are always good. We are therefore hoping that some of you will consider joining the Committee, and we would particularly welcome members from Buckinghamshire which is always under-represented. You are welcome to contact any of us to find out more, or talk to us at the AGM.

Finally, I would like to thank all Committee members for their hard work, energy and enthusiasm, and for the support they have given me since taking over the Chair. I would also like to thank all their employers who give support in various ways.

Sue Pemberton, Acting Chair

February 2008
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	Victoria Bird

	Treasurer
	University of Reading



	Paula Luckett
	Committee member
	Oxford Brookes University



	Liz Osman
	Web Officer
	Henley Management College
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